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Green conventions bring cash if not glitz

Boston Business Journal - by Naomi R. Kooker Boston Business Journal

Green-themed conventions are set to pay off handsomely for Boston this

year, collectively drawing more people and money than even last year's

highly touted BIO event.

Greenbuild 2008 is coming to the Boston Convention & Exhibition Center

in November and will draw 30,000 attendees, topping BIO's attendance of

22,366. Greenbuild will focus on energy conservation and sustainable

building practices.

The city also has landed the American Institute of Architects' annual

convention, slated for the BCEC in May. Green and sustainable design

will be a major focus at the event, which is expected to draw upward of

20,000 attendees. The projected $38.3 million combined economic impact

from the two BCEC conventions would surpass the $31 million BIO

produced.

Additionally, D2E: Down2Earth, a consumer trade show promoting

sustainable living, will be held at the John B. Hynes Veterans Memorial

Convention Center in late March and is expected to draw more than 10,000

attendees. That same month, the Northeast Sustainable Energy

Association's Building Energy Conference and Trade Show will be hosted

at the Seaport World Trade Center. The show is geared toward renewable

energy and green building professionals and is expected to draw around

3,500 attendees.

Economic impact projections for those events are not yet available.

"It is certainly a feather in our cap in terms of attracting major

conventions," said James E. Rooney, executive director of the

Massachusetts Convention Center Authority, which operates the BCEC and

the Hynes in the Back Bay, as well as other venues. "More so, it

reflects a judgment by the industry and organizations that led efforts

to promote sustainable development and growth that Boston gets it and is

leading the way among cities and destinations in this (green building)

area."

Indeed, environmental considerations were among the factors that led to

Boston's selection.

To host the Greenbuild expo, facilities must meet a set of energy

conservation and green-building standards and adhere to certain

requirements during the event. Those policies were established by the

U.S. Green Building Council. The BCEC is already in full compliance,

partly due to its water-conservation measures -- providing spring-water

coolers instead of bottled water -- and an award-winning food-waste

composting system.

Additionally, Boston and the state have expanded commitments to

renewable energy and green building efforts. An energy bill, passed by

the state's House of Representatives and now before the Senate, would

require all buildings in the state to reach higher levels of energy

efficiency than currently required, said Robert Keough, undersecretary

for the state's Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs.

"Boston's doing a lot of green building," said Ashley Katz,

communications coordinator for the U.S. Green Building Council, which is

hosting Greenbuild. She ticked off several attributes that make Boston

green-friendly -- that it's a walkable city with a comprehensive public

transportation system and a slew of green building initiatives. Katz

also noted that the local USGBC chapter, The Green Roundtable Inc., is

very active.

Greenbuild's host hotels were chosen based on location and green

practices. The green criteria included each hotel's walking distance

from the convention center and access to public transportation, as well

as such amenities as towel and sheet reuse programs, where guests can

opt not to have new towels or sheets during their stay. Restaurants and

caterers who focus on natural ingredients from local farmers, implement

energy-saving tactics and employ recycling policies will also be

favored.

The Green Roundtable, based in Boston, has set up 10 subcommittees to

oversee the expo's preparation. Attendees are expected to include

everyone from builders to architects to financiers.

The expo is an opportunity for businesses, especially those in the

hospitality industry, to put green practices into action, say

organizers. The event should also boost outsider's awareness of Boston

as a growing green destination.

Michael Oshman, executive director of the Boston-based Green Restaurant

Association, said by the time the Greenbuild Expo arrives, he expects at

least 60 restaurant operators to be green certified. Right now there are

about 25 in the Greater Boston area.

"I think it will have a number of positive impacts," said Daniel Ruben,

executive director of Boston Green Tourism, an organization that

promotes eco-friendly and sustainable hospitality operators, which have

been increasing in numbers. "Galvanizing the green building community

and working hard to prepare for it (is one)."

So far, the state has created nearly 350 jobs in the green building

area, according to state figures.

Coinciding with the event, the USGBC will give $10,000 to Boston for a

"Legacy Project", in which it, together with the Green Roundtable, will

choose a project that promotes green education, demonstration and

interpretation. The project has not been named, yet.

